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UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 
Passed Assistant Surgeon Magruder's report on smallpox at Little Bock, Ark. 

Memphis, Tenn., April 28, 1898. 

Sir : I have the honor to report my return to this station on yester- 
day, after having visited Little Rock, Ark., and conferred with the 
mayor and health authorities of that city in regard to the epidemic of 
smallpox now prevailing there. 

The outbreak is directly traceable to a negro woman, convalescent 
from the disease, who came from Birmingham, Ala., during the first 
week in January. Her husband next contracted it, and then in a short 
time cases commenced to appear in many different localities. Fifty- 
nine cases have been reported to date, 4 of which occurred in a family 
6 miles from town. None but negroes have so far been attacked, and 
the disease, in the mildness of its type, resembles that now prevalent 
in many other localities in the South, no death having occurred. 

A pesthouse has been established 4 miles from town, in which 39 
patients were confined at the time of my arrival. Vaccination is made 
compulsory by city ordinance, a corps of 6 physicians has been appointed 
to make house-to-house inspections to enforce this necessary measure, 
and about 5,500 persons have been vaccinated. Infected bedding is 
burned, and houses are disinfected with sulphur dioxide and bichloride 
of mercury solution (roVr). The plan which is being pursued is a good 
one, and its success or failure in eradicating the disease will depend 
solely on the thoroughness with which it is carried out. 

Respectfully, yours, G. M. Mageudeb, 

Passed, Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. M. S., in Command. 
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Smallpox at Mobile, Ala. — (Continued). 

Mobile, Ala., April SO, 1898. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that since my report of April 22, 
10 smallpox cases have been admitted to the pesthouse. All are negroes 
except 1. One was discovered in this city, but it is probable that the 
infection was not contracted here. One case from West Pascagoula, Miss. 
Eight certainly came from Magazine Point, 5 miles from here, and pre- 
sumably can be credited to the Hurricane Bayou and Louisville and 
Nashville laborers. 

In addition to the above, there are .8 cases at the railroad camp at 
Hurricane Bayou. 

There was 1 case at Moss Point, Miss., in February (about the 15th), 
without other results, the existence of which was not published. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. L\ MURRAY, 

Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

Case of smallpox at Memphis, Tenn. 

Memphis, Tenn., April 25, 1898. 
Sir : I have the honor to report 1 case of smallpox at this city as 
follows : 

Martin Hammock, male, colored, Arkansas, 24 years of age. Patient 
reported to board of health April 22 for treatment for "skin trouble." 
Upon examination, the case was considered suspicious and sent to the 
"smallpox hospital" for observation. The diagnosis was confirmed 
April 24, and the circumstances reported at this hospital at 2 o'clock 
p. m., to-day. 

Patient came to this city from Little Bock, Ark., two weeks ago. 
He states that there was smallpox in the house where he boarded. 
While in Memphis, he stopped at No. 69, Madison street. I am informed 
by the secretary of the city board of health that the premises have 
have been thoroughly disinfected. 

Eespectfully, yours, B. J. Cook, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. S. S., 
In Command, temporarily. 

Case of smallpox at Newport, Ark. 

Newport, Ark., April 28, 1898. 
Sir : I am informed by the board of health of this city of the exist- 
ence of a case of smallpox that was discovered here on yesterday. The 
case is a negro man, who' came from Little Bock, Ark. He will be 
carried to-day to a pesthouse, and all precautions are being taken to 
prevent its spread. 

Very respectfully, E. L. Phillips, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. M. S. 

Beriberi on the Swedish bark Livingstone. 

Brunswick Quarantine, April 29, 1898. 
Sir : The Swedish bark Livingstone, sixty-eight days from port of 
Lawrenco Marques, arrived at this station on 25th instant with 3 cases 
of beriberi on board. The vessel was held in quarantine. The vessel 



